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To,

Chief Secretary,

Government of Karnataka,

Bangalore.

 

Deputy Commissioner,

Bangalore Urban.

 

Assistant Commissioner,

Bangalore Urban.

 

Chairman,

Karnataka State Pollution Control Board,

Bangalore.

 

Member Secretary,

Karnataka State Pollution Control Board,

Bangalore.

 

Tasildhar,

Bangalore South Taluk.

 

Revenue Inspector,

Kumbalgodu Gram Panchayat.
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Revenue Inspector,

K. Gollahalli Gram Panchayat.

 

(Copy to: Karnataka Lokayukta, Bangalore; CPCB, Delhi)

 

Subject: Illegal plastic and e-waste industries polluting Vrishabhavati river and
endangering public health

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

The residents of Kambipura, in Kumabalgodu Gram Panchayat (Bangalore Urban) are

routinely and unceremoniously woken up at midnight to the horrendous and noxious fumes

of  burning plastics and e-waste.  Residents have reported symptoms of nausea

&  headache. Children and older population with existing conditions like asthma are gasping

for air. 

 

1. TOXIC AIR: The burning started ten months ago, with a brief respite during the first

lockdown and has continued till today. Numerous complaints/petitions/representations have

been given to Kumbalgodu Gram Panchayat in the last ten months, but led to no sustained

action avail. This was reported in the leading newspapers - The Hindu Deccan Herald also.

 

These units are functioning illegally on revenue land.  The open burning of plastic and e-

waste sends noxious fumes laden with cancer causing substances Dioxins and Furans into

the air we breathe. The ash and burnt residues which again contains the substances is

dumped into Vrishabhavati river, thus polluting the waterways. This river water is in-turn

used for agriculture and fishing, thus providing a pathway for these substances to enter and

bioaccumulate the food (vegetables, fruits, Fish, milk and poultry) we eat, thus

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/residents-up-in-arms-against-burning-of-plastic-on-vrishabhavathi-river-bed/article30480795.ece
https://www.deccanherald.com/city/top-bengaluru-stories/plastic-waste-threatens-vrishabhavati-chokes-residents-791459.html


contaminating the food chain. 

 

As a result, bystander populations are exposed to noxious compounds via air, water and

food. These substances are part of so called ‘Dirty Dozen’– a group of dangerous chemicals

known as persistent organic chemicals (POPs). Dioxins and Furans impact on human health

is well documented by World Health organization (WHO). They have been scientifically

implicated in causing hormonal imbalance. Ample scientific research has shown that women

are more at risk for disruption of thyroid hormone. As if this is not enough, these substances

are transferred from mother to babies (via breast milk), thus providing a pathway for the

babies to be born ‘pre-polluted’. 

 

2. MICRO-PLASTIC POLLUTION: These units are also dumping enormous amounts of

unwanted plastic directly into Vrishabhavati river. Plastics never bio-degrade. They

disintegrate in the presence of sunlight into tiny pieces called micro-plastics which persist in

the waterways esp bioaccumulate in the sediments. Microplastics dating back to 1950’s

have been found in London. Most importantly, microplastic is accumulating in lifeforms–

invertebrates, shell fish, zooplankton, insects, fish, birds. This means micro-plastics is

entering our food chain. It is present in salt. It is there in honey. It is even present in Beer.

Microplastics are known endocrine disruptors and are implicated in numerous health

challenges like diabetes, cancer, and obesity.

 

3. HEALTH BURDEN: Cancer, thyroid disruption, diabetes, obesity, asthma, infertility are

health burdens that are quietly taking their toll on the citizenry of Bengaluru and has

reached epidemic proportions. Until these units are stopped with great urgency, the public is

exposed to unwarranted pollution, thus violating their constitutional right to clean and

healthy environment.

https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/dioxins-and-their-effects-on-human-health
https://www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/dioxins/en/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1940071/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/004565359390317X
https://freshwaterblog.net/2019/03/01/microplastics-from-the-1950s-found-in-london-lake-sediments/
https://freshwaterblog.net/2018/10/10/microplastics-found-in-fifty-percent-of-insects-in-south-wales-rivers/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333719200_Microplastics_in_Food_Chain
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333719200_Microplastics_in_Food_Chain


 

4. LEACHING OF TOXIC ADDITIVES:   According to the Sustainable Recycling Industries

Report 2018 Gasser 2018 SRI report

a)    Plastics used in the production of consumer goods are not made up of a single

compound, but are usually a finely adjusted mixture of the base polymer (like PP or

ABS) and a set of additives. 

b)    Common additives include pigments, stabilizers, flame retardants etc. (Toxics Link,

2016). In addition to additives, the polymerization of monomers often requires harmful

catalysts to control the reactions. 

c)    Additives and residual catalysts are mostly not chemically bound to the polymer.

Thus they are potentially mobile and can leach into the environment or into products.

Some of the chemicals used as additives and catalysts from the past have negative

impacts and they have thus been phased out or are currently being phased-out (Toxics

Link, 2016)

Plastic waste is left to the elements without proper storage and processed in a crude

unscientific manner allowing these toxic additives to leach into our environment and pollute

our air, soil and waterbodies.

 

To add to this, Vrishabhavati- Arkavati is part of the 351 polluted river stretches and is in

NGT. Unless such sources of pollution are tackled, the pollution of Vrishabhavati will not

reduce. Video evidence of the extent of plastic pollution is available on this Youtube link.

In the lieu of all this, we kindly request you to take action expeditiously.

Thanking you,

https://www.sustainable-recycling.org/feasibility-study-for-a-certification-of-sustainably-recycled-plastics-in-indiamichael-gasser/
https://youtu.be/czHOe1wqP54


Yours Sincerely,

Bangalore Environment Trust


