
 
 
 
From, 
Bangalore Environment Trust                                                          14 Aug 2019 
Sheshadripuram, Bangalore. 
BangaloreEnvTrust@gmail.com 
 
To, 
The Chairman 
Karnataka State Pollution Control Board 
Chruch Street, Bangalore. 
 

Respected Sir, 

Sub: Discussion points for the meeting held on 14 Aug 2019 

 

Topics Covered: (Total Pages: 10) 

1. Toxic Tankers 

2. CETP : Pai and Pai 

3. Kumbalgodu Industrial Area 

4. Byramangala Tank Diversion Project 

5. Arkavathi River Rejuvenation Committee 

6. Illegal Dyeing industry in Harohalli and Karihobanahalli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. TOXIC TANKERS: 

 

1.  Toxic industrial effluents arebeing dumped illegally in storm water drains, man 

holes and even on roads all over Vrishabhavathi valley. In the last two months, 

citizens are seizing the tankers and informing the police. Seized tankers are in 

Batarayanapura Police station, Hulimavu (Shahi exports) and RMC yard police 

station (destined to Govind Solvents). It is our understanding that this is a big 

operation and all pervasive. 

 

2. What action has been taken on all the seized tankers? 

 

3. What action has been taken on Shahi Exports and Govind Solvents? It seems to us, 

that Criminal action must be initiated on them and environmental compensation 

levied. 

 

4. The CETP’s are habitual offenders. The toxic load on the waters is unimaginable 

and cannot be cleaned up. Farmers downstream are the ones whose livelihood 

has been hit. Farmers downstream are the ones whose health has been 

compromised. 

 

5. These Toxic tankers are a serious source of pollution. So are the CETP’s. However, 

they find no mention in “Proposed Action Plan For Rejuvenation of River 

Arkavathi’ prepared by KSPCB as per NGT order (Original Application No 

673/2018). Why? 

 



 

 

 

 

2. CETP  Pai and Pai: 

 

1. Citizens visitedthe CETP areaon 27th June 2019. We were shocked to see the CETP 

openly releasing effluents into the storm water drain, in front of their property. 

The smell was nauseating.This was around 7:30 A.M. This storm water drain joins 

the  raja kaluve which flowsinto Vrishabhavathi and then Byramangala Tank. We 

went around Pai and Pai CETP,  to the other side and found dark blue effluents 

coming out of the CETP into the raja kaluve. The chemical smell made us sick to 

the stomach. Speaking with a few people around, we learnt that the CETP 

routinely lets out water. The chemical stench gets so bad that it is impossible to 

breathe. All of this has been captured on video. 

 

2. Citizens visited the said CETP in May 2019 as well. The story is the same. So much 

for Zero Liquid Discharge.  

 

3. Talking to some locals in the surrounding villages, who didn’t want to be named, 

informed us that CETP effluent/sludge was buried in the forest lake at night. A 

week into this illicit affair, locals called the KSPCB and the police. Arrests were 

made by the police. 

 

4. According to KSPCB inspection report of 2016, effluents were discharged into a 

hole at the back of the treatment plant, which is a violation of consent conditions. 

They also found that CETP was discharging into the drain. The hole was closed 

and the drain plugged. The violations continue 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

5. From the scrutiny of the documents obtained from KSPCB, it is clear that there is 

a history of non-compliance to standards. As per the inspection report by CPCB 

(Jan 2019), grave violations were found. The treated effluents were a far cry from 

the norms. Collection pits were found damaged. Many components of the CETP 

were not working. Hazardous sludge was stored in an open shed. Flowmeters 

were not working or not installed. A notice was served to the CETP operator to 

show cause why Environmental Compensation should not be levied for non-

compliance. This is not the operators first notice. As per the KSPCB records the 

CETP operators have received severalin last decade. Violations is a routine 

practice for the CETP. 

 

Actions Requested: 

 

1. Independent audit of the CETP.  

2. Allow citizens entry into the CETP at the earliest for investigation. 

3. Initiate penal action and levy environmental compensation. 

4. Online effluent monitoring, flow meter and camera must be fixed and made 

available to the public 

5. CETP is expanding. The company should not be given permission to expand 

and should be blacklisted. 

6. List the tankers that bring effluent must be fitted with GPS and make it 

available online for the public. 

7. Investigations must be carried out on the state of ground water and soil near 

CETP. This must be made available to public. 

8. These CETP’s are habitual offenders constantly flouting the norms. However, 

they find no mention in “Proposed Action Plan for Rejuvenation of River 

Arkavathi’ prepared by KSPCB as per NGT order (Original Application No 

673/2018). Why?  



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

3. KUMBALGODU INDUSTRIAL AREA: 
 
 

1. A walk around the industrial area, reveals that the industries are openly 

discharging into the storm water drains. Colored water can be seen flowing down 

the drains. The chemical stench is unbearable. The raja kaluve in the industrial is 

perenerially flowing with pitch black sludge like water and is filled with industrial 

solid waste. This joins Vrishabhavathi river and Byramangala Tank downstream 

where farmers use this water for agriculture. 

 

2. We found that the industrial effluents released are coming on to Mysore Rd. 

 

Actions Requested: 

 

1. Initiate penal action against industries flouting rules. Collect environmental 

compensation. 

2. Clean the raja kaluve. If all industries are ZLD, there is no reason why anything 

should be flowing here. 

3. There is no mention of this in “Proposed Action Plan For Rejuvenation of River 

Arkavathi’ prepared by KSPCB as per NGT order (Original Application No 673/2018). 

Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

4. Byramangala Tank Diversion channel project by CNNL: 

 

1. Arkavathy river (From T.G Halli to T.Bekuppe) has been classified by CPCB as 

Critically polluted river stretch. There is an NGT case (Original Application No 

673/2018) as well. In this back drop, we are shocked by the government’s 

indiscretion on 110 crores project to create a diversion channel on Byrmangala 

Tank. The work has already started and tank has been breached without any 

environment impact assessment and application of mind. 

 

2. Without restoring the river water quality, building a diversion channel, to bypass a 

wetland that naturally cleans water to a certain extent, is a fool’s errand. This 

violates the Water Act, which prohibits use of any stream or well for disposal of 

polluted matter. By creating a diversion channel, the polluted matter is now 

pushed downstream, on to Harobele Dam.CNNL is spending 110 crores to push 

the polluting matter downstream.The waters will start frothing and burning in 

Harobele Dam thus destroying a thriving agricultural and fishing community. Why 

should you not initiate penal action against CNNL? 

 

3. There are two other projects by CNNL, near Kuthagale and T.Bekuppe. The water 

is pumped from the critically polluted Arkavathy river to thetanks in the villages of 

Garlapura and Narayanapura. This again violates the Water Act, which the 

prohibits use of any stream or well for disposal of polluted matter.Why should 

you not initiate penal action against CNNL? 

 

4. A project by Minor Irrigation is pumping water from critically polluted 

Vrishabhavathy to 12 other villages tanks (i.e Mavathur Tank and others). This 



again violates the Water Act, which prohibits the use of any stream or well for 

disposal of polluted matter. Why should you not initiate penal action against 

Minor Irrigation? 

 

5. All of the above-mentioned activities, have polluted the waters of Byramangala 

Tank. It has destroyed the livelihood and health of the farmers and their families. 

Why should they not be compensated for loss of livelihood water? 

 

 

5. River Rejuvenation committee: 

 

1.    As per the NGT order (Original Application No: 673/2018 dated 20.9.2018), the 

action plan is to be prepared by a four-member committee, called the river 

rejuvenation committee. Bangalore Environment Trust (BET) has critically 

reviewed the action plan prepared by the committee. It is shocking to note that 

grave issues are not addressed, as pointed out in the sections above.  

 

2. The NGT order has clearly indicated that polluting sources has to be identified. 

The action plan doesn’t do that.  

 

3. The NGT order has clearly indicated that action plan for River Hindon, could be 

taken as a model for restoration of water quality. It has not done so. 

 

4. BET as part of the Lokayukta Complaint on Byramangala (No.Compt/LOK/BCD-

2412/2018/ARE1), had submitted to the Lokayukta the need for “Water Quality 

Management Plan” under the Section 17 of Water Act.  Lokayukta (In its order 

dated Jan 2019) directed BET to prepare a draft of , what the water quality 

management plan entails. At this point, BET was not aware of the NGT order 

(date 20.9.2018). It is interesting to note that, the KSPCB lawyer (Mr Bhat) and 

Regional officer (Mr Siddaramiah, Ramnagara RO)present in the meeting did not 



bring to the attention of the Lokayukta and BET that NGT has already passed 

such an order  

 

 

 

 

(dated Sept 2018) and that the action plan was submitted to NGT by KSPCB. This 

is intentional hiding of information in the court of law.In March 2019, BET 

submitted the Vrishabhavathi Water Quality Management Plan to the Lokayukta. 

The same was submitted to KSPCB and BWSSB on 11 July 2019. 

 

5. Despite all of these efforts by BET for the last one year, KSPCB did not think it 

was prudent to involve BET and other citizen experts in preparation of the 

Arkavathi Action Plan. As a matter of fact, this was deliberately hidden and not 

even mentioned to the Lokayukta, as shown in the above point.  

 

6. We request for a meeting to be setup with the River Rejuvenation Committee to 

present the BET’s water quality management plan. The government is the 

custodian of the waterbody and has fiduciary responsibility towards its citizens. 

Without calling for citizen stakeholder engagement, KSPCB has violated the 

public trust doctrine. BET is requesting to be part of theRiver Rejuvenation 

Committee. 

 

7. NGT has directed‘Special Environment Taskforce’, to be setup. Has this been 

done? Who are the citizen representatives? BET is requesting to be part of that 

taskforce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6: Illegal Dyeing industry in Harohalli and Karihobanahalli 

 

1. Attached is the picture of illegal dyeing industry in Harohalli Industrial Area. They 

are releasing effluents into the raja Kaluve leading to Vrishabhvathy river.Kindly 

take action to close 

 

 

 

 



2. Attached is the picture of illegal dyeing industry in Karihobanahalli. They are 

releasing effluents into drains leading to Arkavathy river. Kindly take action to 

close 

 

 

 

 

Thanking you, 

Yours sincerely 

Bangalore Environment Trust 

 

 


